


An application essay doesn't need to read like an essay about The Bluest Eye or the Congress of Vienna, but thinking
in terms of these three traditional parts is a good way to organize your main points.

There are three basic essay styles you should consider:

= Standard Essay
Take two or three points from your self-outline, give a paragraph to each, and make sure you provide plenty
of evidence. Choose things not apparent from the rest of your application or "light up" some of the

activities and experiences listed there.

= Less-Is-More Essay
In this format, you focus on a single interesting point about yourself. It works well for brief essays of a

paragraph or half a page.

» Narrative Essay
A narrative essay tells a short and vivid story. Omit the introduction; write one or two narrative paragraphs
that grab and engage the readet's attention, then explain what this little tale reveals about you.
Editing
When you have a good final draft, it's time to make final improvements to your draft, find and correct any etrors,
and get someone else to give you feedback. Remember, you are your best editor. No one can speak for you; your

own words and ideas are your best bet.

* Let It Cool
Take a break from your work and come back to it in a few days. Does your main idea come across clearly?

Do you prove your points with specific details? Is your essay easy to read aloud?

* Feedback Time
Have someone you like and trust (but someone likely to tell you the truth) read your essay. Ask them to tell
you what they think you're trying to convey. Did they get it right?

= Edit Down
Your language should be simple, direct, and clear. This is a personal essay, not a term paper. Make every
word count (e.g., if you wrote "in society today," consider changing that to "now").

= Proofread Two More Times
Careless spelling or grammatical errors, awkward language, or fuzzy logic will make your essay memorable --
in a bad way.

This article is based on information found in The College Application Essay, by Sarah Myers McGinty.
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